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Japan Consortium for Open Access Repositories (JPCOAR) and Japan Alliance of University
Library Consortia for E-resources (JUSTICE) wish to hereby raise our voices in protest against
the introduction of the Article Development Charge (ADC) model by the American Chemical
Society (ACS), which charges authors $2,500 US for the right to deposit their accepted manuscript
into a repository without an embargo period.

The ADC model provides no extra value and its necessity is quite unclear. Hence it is reasonable
to understand that this is a simple attempt to increase the ACS’s revenue taking advantage of
authors compliance with the national and funders’ policies to make their manuscript open in
repositories without any embargo. Furthermore, costing ADC will be a double-dipping to articles
already made available by paying subscription fees. This attempt obstructs not only authors’ rights
on manuscript but also the global movement for Open Access, especially through the use of
repositories. The dissemination of the ADC model will move Open Access backwards and raise
unnecessary paywalls for Open Access through repositories. Repositories are and should always
be free of charge for researchers to deposit their own research output, in addition to keeping
scholarly output and scientific knowledge open for public to access. The fees are only acceptable
when the authors transitioned their rights to ACS when they wish to publish in ACS journals and

not when they wish to make their manuscript open in repositories.

JPCOAR and JUSTICE recognise the publishers’ necessity in charging cost for publication.
However, we strongly request ACS and any other publishers to go with transparent, equitable,
and sustainable financial models to realise Open Access without unnecessary financial burdens

and paywalls for researchers and universities to deposit their scientific outcomes.
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